Searching PAJ 



Page 1 of 2 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

(11)Publication number: 06-067811 
(43)Date of publication of application : 1 1 .03.1994 



(51)lnt.CI. 


G06F 3/06 
G06F 11/16 




(21) Application number : 04-222565 

(22) Date of filing : 21.08.1992 


(71) Applicant 

(72) lnventor : 


: FUJI XEROX CO LTD 
MORI YASUHIRO 



13 



-1 



(54) MULTIPLEXED DISK CONTROL DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To improve the responsibility of a user 
program and the reliability of a system in a multiplexed 
disk control device for storing the same contents in plural 
disks. 

CONSTITUTION: When a write request is issued from a 
user program, a writing means 12 writes data in a main 
data storage device 19. Data written in the device 19 are 
periodically copied to a sub-data storage device 18 by a f^^e^ &^iM*mM 
copying means 13. When a reading request is issued 
from the user program, a reading means 1 1 reads out 
requested data from the device 18 when the data are 
stored in the device 18, and when the data are not 
stored in the device 18, switches the access to the 
device 19 and reads out the data from the device 19. 



PEE 





N>3 . 



Then the means 13 copies the data to be read out from the device 19 to the device 18. 
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* NOTICES * 



Japan Patent Office is not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

l.This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2 **** s h ows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] A multiplexing disk controller which is characterized by providing the following and which 
memorizes the same contents on two or more disks respectively A write-in means which writes data in 
the 1st disk unit of said two or more disks to a write-in instruction The 1st copy means which copies 
periodically data memorized by said 1st disk unit to the 2nd disk unit reading appearance which carries 
out reading appearance and reads data from said 2nd disk unit to an instruction — carrying out — a means 
A means for switching switched to read-out processing from said 1st disk unit when it reads to said 2nd 
disk unit and object data does not exist, in case said read-out means reads data, and the 2nd copy means 
which copies said data for read-out to said 2nd disk unit with read-out processing from said 1st disk unit 



[Translation done.] 
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♦NOTICES* 

Japan Patent Office is not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 .This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2 **** s hows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Industrial Application] A disk unit writes the same data in two or more disk units to the write request to 
a disk unit in the information processing system connected two or more sets, and this invention relates to 
the method which doubles data. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] What publishes the demand of writing to two or more disk units to the 
write request from a user's program in the conventional doubleness disc system at coincidence was in 
use. However, since each contents of a disk did not necessarily have consistency in fact, there was a 
problem in respect of reliability. Moreover, although processing speed improves by leaps and bounds 
compared with processing in which it writes in at a time one processing in which it writes in two sets of 
disk units at coincidence, if it compares with the processing written in one set only of a disk unit, 
clearly, the latency time of a user's program will become long and responsibility will deteriorate. 
[0003] About such a doubleness disc system, in JP, 1-207821, A, it writes to positive data storage and 
subdata storage, and the dual file management method which was made to perform read-out from 
positive data storage is proposed. 

[0004] moreover - JP,2-278418,A - the write request from a user's program ~ positive data storage - 
carrying out — reading appearance ~ carrying out — corresponding data is on a disk, and reading 
appearance is carried out from the light disk of a load, and the volume doubleness method of the 
magnetic disk periodically copied to subdata storage is proposed. 
[0005] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, the dual file management method of above- 
mentioned JP, 1-207821, A is not touching the field of adjustment of the contents of a disk, and the 
responsibility of a user's program in order to make it a key objective to back up efficiently. 
[0006] moreover, when specific data does not spread on positive data storage, reading appearance will 
be carried out, a demand will be published to the specific data area of positive data storage and copy 
processing will be behind performed to subdata storage by the volume doubleness method of the 
magnetic disk of JP,2-278418,A if reading appearance is carried out and a demand occurs, reading 
appearance will be carried out to the again same specific data area, and a demand will occur. That is, the 
same read-out demand will occur twice to the data which is not copied, and there was a trouble that the 
responsibility of a user's program worsened. 

[0007] This invention aims at offering the multiplexing disk controller which improved the 

responsibility of a user's program and raised the reliability of a system. 

[0008] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In a multiplexing disk controller concerning this invention A write-in 
means which writes data in the 1st disk unit of said two or more disks to a write-in instruction from a 
user's program, The 1st copy means which copies periodically data memorized by said 1st disk unit to 
the 2nd disk unit, A read-out means which reads data from said 2nd disk unit to a read-out instruction 
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from a user's program, In case said read-out means reads data, when it reads to said 2nd disk unit and 
object data does not exist it is characterized by having carried out reading appearance to a means for 
switching of said 1st disk unit which carries out reading appearance and which is switched to processing 
from said 1st disk unit, and having said 2nd copy means which carries out reading appearance and 
copies object data to said 2nd disk unit with processing. 
[0009] 

[Function] The write request from a user's program is received with a write-in means. A write-in means 
writes data in the 1st disk unit. The data written in the 1st disk unit is periodically copied to the 2nd disk 
unit by the 1st copy means from the 1st disk unit. 

[0010] The read-out demand from a user's program is received with a read-out means. When the 
demanded data is memorized by the 2nd disk unit, a read-out means reads data from the 2nd disk unit, 
and sends it out to a user's program. Moreover, when the demanded data is not memorized by the 2nd 
disk unit, data is read from a switch and the 1st disk unit to the 1st disk unit, and the disk accessed by 
the means for switching is sent out to a user's program. Then, the 2nd copy means copies the data used 
as said read-out object to the 2nd disk unit from the 1st disk unit. 
[0011] 

[Example] Hereafter, one example at the time of applying the multiplexing disk controller concerning 
this invention to a doubleness disc system is explained, referring to a drawing. 
[0012] Drawing 2 is the block diagram showing the fundamental configuration of a doubleness disc 
system. This doubleness disc system is roughly divided and consists of a user's-program I/O means 1 to 
receive the input/output request from a user's program, a doubleness management tool 2 which manages 
doubleness processing, and the storage management section 3 which actually performs read-out or the 
writing of data. In drawing 2 </A>, the user's-program I/O means 1 judges whether the demand from a 
user's program is read-out, or it is writing, and publishes a demand to the doubleness management tool 
2. The storage management section 3 consists of a below-mentioned disk controller and data storage, 
and performs read-out or the writing to data storage through a disk controller to the demand from said 
doubleness management tool 2. 

[0013] Drawing 1 is the block diagram showing the functional configuration of the doubleness 

management tool 2 in the above-mentioned doubleness disc system, and the storage management section 
3 

[0014] Said doubleness management tool 2 consists of the read-oiit means 1 1, the write-in means 12, a 
copy means 13, a write-in management tool 14, and a write-in managed table 15, and each of these 
means are managed / controlled by the control means which is not illustrated. Moreover, the storage 
management section 3 is constituted by disk controllers 16 and 17, and the subdata storage 18 and the 
positive data storage 19. 

[0015] reading appearance is carried out, reading appearance of the means 1 1 is carried out from a user's 
program, and it reads data from the subdata storage 18 to an instruction. Moreover, the read-out means 
1 1 performs read-out for the data storage which reads from a switch and said positive data storage 19, 
when it reads to said subdata storage 18 and object data does not exist, in case data is read. 
[0016] The write-in means 12 writes data in the positive data storage 19 of the two data storage to the 
write-in instruction from a user's program. 

[0017] The copy means 13 copies said data for read-out to the subdata storage 18 from the positive data 
storage 19, when read-out processing is performed from said positive data storage 19, while copying the 
data written in said positive data storage 19 to the subdata storage 18 at a fixed gap. 
[0018] The write-in management tool 14 has managed the write-in managed table 15, writes it in 
according to the demand from the read-out means 1 1 or the write-in means 12, and updates the contents 
of the managed table 15. 

[0019] the logical address on the disk of the part in which the contents (contents which are in positive 
data storage and are not in subdata storage) written in positive data storage were written as the write-in 
managed table 15 was shown in drawing 3 , and the entry to the following write-in managed table - 
constructing - it manages and is updated through the write-in management tool 14 by the write request 
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to each data storage. 

[0020] Next, the actuation at the time of read-out/writing of the doubleness disc system mentioned 
above is explained. 

[0021] The read-out demand from the user's-program I/O means 1 is received with the read-out means 
11. it investigates whether reading appearance is carried out, a means 1 1 is written in through the write- 
in management tool 14, reading appearance is carried out with reference to the managed table 15, and 
object data is in the subdata storage 18. Here, when the data for read-out is in the subdata storage 18,< 
after reading applicable data from the subdata storage 18 of the storage management section 3, said data 
is sent out to the user f s-program I/O means 1. 

[0022] moreover, when reading appearance is carried out and object data is not memorized by the 
subdata storage 18 to the demand, after carrying out reading appearance from the user's-program I/O 
means 1, and carrying out reading appearance of the applicable data from a switch and said positive data 
storage 19 for carrying out reading appearance from the positive data storage 19, said data is sent out to 
the user's-program I/O means 1. In connection with this, the copy means 13 copies said data for read-out 
to the subdata storage 18 from the positive data storage 19. 

[0023] The write request from the user's-program I/O means 1 is received with the write-in means 12. 
The write-in means 12 is written in the storage management section 3, sends out data, and performs the 
writing to the positive data storage 19. Moreover, it writes in through the write-in management tool 14, 
and the managed table 15 is updated (an entry with the logical address of the part in is added to the last 
or head of a table). The copy means 13 copies the data periodically memorized to the positive data 
storage 19 to the subdata storage 18 with reference to the information on the write-in managed table 15 
obtained through the write-in management tool 14. The write-in management tool 14 is written in 
according to read-out or the write request to the storage management section 3, and updates the managed 
table 15. 

[0024] Next, the flow chart of drawing 4 - drawing 7 explains the procedure of the doubleness 
management tool 2 at the time of above-mentioned read-out/writing. 

[0025] In drawing 4 , if a demand is published by the user's-program I/O means 1 from a user's program, 
the user's-program I/O means 1 will publish the demand of read-out or writing to the doubleness 
management tool 2. The demand published from the user's-program I/O means 1 reads the control 
means which the doubleness management tool 2 does not illustrate, and it judges a demand or a write 
request (step 101). Here, when a demand is a write request, when data is written in the positive data 
storage 19 of the storage management section 3 (step 102) and writing is completed, the write-in means 
17 is written in through (step 103) and the write-in management tool 14, and updates the managed table 
15 (step 104). (1) 

[0026] The procedure of an update process (1) of the write-in managed table 15 is shown in drawing 5 . 
Here, it judges whether the entry of the same logical address as a write-in managed table exists (step 

201) . And when the entry of the part which wrote in is added when the same entry does not exist (step 

202) , and the same entry already exists, it writes in and a managed table is not updated. 

[0027] The procedure of the copy processing in the copy means 13 is shown in drawing 6 . It judges 
whether the copy means 13 is written in through the write-in management tool 14, and an entry is shown 
in a write-in managed table with reference to the managed table 15 (step 301). When there is an entry, 
the entry which copies the data corresponding to the entry concerned to the subdata storage 18 from the 
positive data storage 19 (step 302), and it finished copying from a write-in managed table is deleted 
(step 303). That is, the doubleness management tool 2 copies the data which is in the positive data 
storage 19 and is not in the subdata storage 18 (not copied) from the positive data storage 19 to the 
subdata storage 18 at a fixed gap through the copy means 13, and updates a write-in managed table. 
[0028] now, in step 101 of drawing 4 , by the demand sent to the doubleness management tool 2 
carrying out reading appearance, when it is a demand, reading appearance is carried out and it judges 
whether a means 1 1 has data which writes in through the write-in management tool 14, and corresponds 
with reference to the managed table 15 in the subdata storage 18 (step 105). That is, since the data of the 
address is not copied to subdata storage from positive data storage when it reads to a write-in managed 
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table and there is the logical address of object data, the contents of original and copy data storage are not 
adjusted. Therefore, it is judged that there is no corresponding data in subdata storage. Moreover, when 
it reads to a write-in managed table and there is no logical address of object data, the data of the address 
is that which is copied to subdata storage from positive data storage (or writing has not occurred), and 
the contents of both data storage are adjusted. Therefore, it is judged that corresponding data is in 
subdata storage. 

[0029] When it is judged that the data which corresponds at the above-mentioned step 105 is in the 
subdata storage 18, data is sent out to read-out (step 106) of data and a user's program from the subdata 
storage 18 (step 107). Moreover, when it is judged that there is nothing. to the subdata storage 18, data is 
read from a switch and the positive data storage 19 for the data storage which reads to the positive data 
storage 19 (step 108). And data is sent out to a user's program (step 109). Then, the copy means 13 
copies said data for read-out to subdata storage from the positive data storage 19 (step 110). The read- 
out means 1 1 is written in through the write-in management tool 14, and updates a managed table (step 
111). 

[0030] The procedure of an update process of the write-in managed table 15 is shown in drawing 7 . 
Here, it judges whether the entry of the same logical address as a write-in managed table exists (step 
401), and the entry is deleted when the same entry exists (step 402). 

[0031] As mentioned above, when read-out is performed from the positive data storage 19 to the read- 
out demand from a user's program, since data was copied for the data concerned to subdata storage at 
carrying out user's-program sending out of the read data, and coincidence, responsibility over a user's 
program can be made equivalent to the time of connecting a single disk unit. Moreover, the copy 
throughput from positive data storage to subdata storage can also be reduced. 
[0032] In addition, although the above-mentioned example explained the doubled disc system, 
triplication and the disc system formed into the 4 pile can also be made to correspond. 
[0033] 

[Effect of the Invention] As explained above, in the multiplexing disk controller concerning this 
invention While copying periodically the contents of the 1st disk unit to which the write request from a 
user's program was published only to the 1st disk unit, and writing was performed to the 2nd disk unit If 
a read-out demand has data to demand in the 2nd disk unit, it will be read from the 2nd disk unit. Since 
it reads from the 1st disk unit and the data for read-out was copied to the 2nd disk unit when there was 
no data to demand in the 2nd disk unit, the responsibility to a user's program can be raised to the time of 
connecting a single disk unit, and an equivalent degree. Moreover, it becomes periodically possible to 
realize a reliable system by aiming at adjustment of the contents of a disk in connection with read-out 
from the 1 st disk unit. 



[Translation done.] 
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